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is a bulletin of information on Spanish affairs, spon- 
sored by a group of Americans who believe that Spain’s 
struggle for freedom is an unforgettable part of man’s 
universal struggle for freedom, which must be fought 


unceasingly on every tront against every form of 
totalitarianism. 


IBERICA is dedicated to the free Spain of the future, 
to the free Spain that can be America’s friend and 
ally in a spiritual sense, rather than in a material 
sense alone. 


IBERICA offers the opportunity to all Spaniards who 
cherish their hope for a free and democratic Spain 
to express their views to an American public. Non- 
Spaniards who sympathize with their aspirations and 
share their ideals are invited to contribute as well. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF 


“THE IBERIAN COUNCIL” 


The IBERIAN COUNCIL met in New York on 
May 17 to consider proposals submitted by its mem- 
bers for recommendations to be made to the United 
States Government for changes in policy towards 
Spain. 

Having been unanimously approved by the Coun- 
cil, the following resolutions have been duly for- 
warded to President John F. Kennedy and Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk, by Norman Thomas, Co-chair- 
man, on behalf of the IBERIAN COUNCIL. 


As the time for a transition to constitutional govern- 
ment in Spain is running out, the U.S. government 
must make every effort to utilize this still available 
time to help Spain escape totalitarianism of the right 
or the left. The Iberian Council recommends .. . 


a) ... that diplomatic relations with the Iberian 
dictatorships should be correct, not friendly. 


b).. . . that further economic aid to Spain be 
conditioned on political as well as economic reform, 
on the principle subscribed to by Spain in the Eco- 
nomic Aid Agreement of 1953, which links “the 
establishment of a sound economy” with “individual 
liberty, free institutions and genuine independence.” 


c) ... that the U.S. express its concern over vio- 
lations of freedom of press, speech, assembly and re- 
ligion; the persecution of political opponents and the 
frequent physical mistreatment of political prisoners; 
and the suppression of political parties and free la- 
bor organizations. 


d) ... that U.S. Embassy personnel keep in touch 
with all sectors of Spanish opinion. 

e) . . . that Communist propaganda in Spain, 
emanating from Communist states, must be counter- 
balanced by Spanish language broadcasts, represent- 
ing democratic and liberal points of view from the 
U.S. and other leading democracies, and including 
Spanish exiles and others who have recently come 
out of Spain. We also recommend that the Voice of 
America carry news of events in Spain. 

f) . .. that the U.S. government encourage uni- 
versities and foundations to offer more assistance for 
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study by Spaniards in the U.S. Such awards to be 
granted strictly on the basis of merit and to be open 
to individuals inside and outside Spain, regardless of 
their standing with the government. 


g) ... that a task force be set up by the President 
to reappraise the whole problem of relations with 
Spain and Portugal, and to make recommendations 
on the administration of Iberian affairs within the 
U.S. government, particularly in the State Depart- 
ment. In the case of Spain, the reappraisal should 
focus on the question of the value of the joint U.S.- 
Spanish air and naval bases, with special reference to 
changes in weapons, the stability of the Franco re- 
gime, the probable character of the future govern- 
ment, the attitudes of the Spanish people, and the 
impact of the quasi-alliance of the U.S. with Franco 
on its relations with other countries in Europe, Africa 
and Latin America. 


h) ... that the U.S. discontinue efforts to gain 
Spanish membership in NATO. We make this rec- 
ommendation both because such efforts seriously im- 
pair the credibility of America’s role as leader of the 
free world and because the dictatorial, arbitrary, and 
oppressive character of the Franco regime disquali- 
fies it for membership in NATO, which is committed 
by the text of its fundamental statute, the North 
Atlantic Treaty, to safeguarding freedom, democracy, 
individual liberty, and the rule of law, and to strength- 
ening free institutions. 
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THE “UNION OF 






DEMOCRATIC FORCES’ 


MADRID, June 27, Ibérica:—An announcement of 
the formation of the “Union of Democratic Forces” 
was distributed yesterday to the foreign press repre- 
sentatives in Madrid. It is dated June 24, and is signed 
by representatives of the following Spanish opposition 
parties: Izquierda Democratica Cristiana (Christian 
Democrats of the Left), Partido Socialista Obrero 
Espanol (Spanish Socialist Labor Party), Accién Re- 
publicana Democratica (Democratic Republican Ac- 
tion), Union General de Trabajadores de Espafia 
(General Union of Workers of Spain), Partido Na- 
cionalista Vasco (Basque Nationalist Party), Solidari- 
dad de Trabajadores Vascos (Solidarity of Basque 
Workers) and Esquerra Catalana (Catalan Left). 
The following is the text of the announcement: 


“The democratic forces of the country, conscious of 
the fact that only a common action on the part of the 
various groups can precipitate the downfall of the 
totalitarian dictatorship from which Spain suffers 
and avoid a situation of chaos which would engender 
a new dictatorship of one type or another, agree on 
a mutual commitment to be based on the following 
postulates: 

“1. A policy of total opposition to the present re- 
gime will be exercised. It will be denied all collabora- 
tion and will be combatted by all possible effective 
means. 

“2. Democracy is accepted as the sole political 
system. For this we anticipate that on the disap- 
pearance of the Franco regime a transitory situation 
will be established with a provisional government of 
no defined institutional form, which will grant an 
ample amnesty, restore political freedoms and call 
elections so that the Spanish people may, with ab- 
solute guarantees, choose the form of regime which 
they prefer and which all Spaniards will be obliged 
to respect. 

“3. With the firm intention of maintaining civic 
peace, the democratic forces will contribute to the 
modelling of the future political structures of the 
state, and, among these, those relating to the different 
peoples composing it, whose rights are to be respected ; 
for this a channel will be opened for their aspirations 
towards autonomy by means of the free expression 
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of their wishes and by making timely use of their own 
resources for the development of their respective in- 
dividualities during the provisional period anticipated 
in section two. 

“4, Reaffirming their open opposition to every sort 
of dictatorship, the forces signing the present agree- 
ment will never accept any coalition with forces of a 
totalitarian nature, whether communist or fascist. 

“5. Spain’s foreign policy will have to be oriented 
so as to affirm a solidarity with all the free peoples 
of the world, and very especially with the countries 
of Europe and Hispano-America, with whom spiritual 
and economic relations will be intensified to the 
greatest possible degree. 

“6. A firm collaboration will be maintained be- 
tween the groups signing this agreement, which will 
endure at least until the dictatorship has been over- 
thrown, all its responsibilities liquidated, with the 
greatest serenity and energy, and the norms have 
been established, within the shortest possible time, 
which permit the Spaniards to live together in peace 
within an authentic democracy. 

“7, The signatory parties and organizations will 
preserve their respective programs and will exercise 
their political action independently through their own 
resources, but they agree to constitute an instrument 
of collaboration to be called ‘Union of Democratic 
Forces,’ to which projects and decisions, which each 
group considers to be of use for the achievement of 
the common program, will be submitted for study 
and solution. As long as the agreement is in effect 
the signatory parties and organizations are prohibited 
any unapproved marginal alliances. 

“8. Groups that are manifestly and unequivocally 
democratic and who accept the fundamental points of 
this agreement may join the U.F.D. Also individuals 
fulfilling the same conditions may collaborate. 

“This declaration confirms the points of agreement 
of talks held on April 5, 1960, by the political and 
labor unions signing it. If, in spite of what has been 
agreed a de facto situation should occur unrelated to 
that foreseen in this document, then the signers re- 
serve the right to adapt their position, should the case 
arrive, to the significance and conduct of the situation 
which would have been established. 


IBERICA 


























NEO-FRANCOISM 


Rafael Medina 


“Robespierre caused the royalists to die by guillotine 
and shortly thereafter he died of the same infirmity.” 


s 


This curious statement, found by a French journal- 
ist in a student’s exercise book, is strangely pertinent 
to the policy of the West toward Spain today. Not 
the policy of Spain but the policy toward Spain. It 
is necessary to make this distinction, because a policy 
of Spain is non-existent. Any examination, no mat- 
ter how cursory, of the twenty-five years of the re- 
gime of General Franco will reveal that the “policy 
of continuity” so frequently invoked by the spokes- 
men of the regime, is no more than a “policy of pub- 
lic order,” and if politics is “the art of governing and 
making laws,” then public order can never constitute, 
in itself, the art of governing. 


On an economic level an examination of these 
twenty-five years reveals, primarily, the doctrine of 
the most ferocious autocracy, of a nationalism that 
was most obstinately opposed to any participation 
of foreign capital; then the opening up, the defense 
of radically contrary methods, justifying them with 
the very same arguments, then “liberalization,” 
“stabilization,” the rejection of liberalism and then 
the recognition of liberalism again. All of this in 
general doctrinal outlines. In practice, a merry-go- 
round of measures and counter-measures, of projects, 
orders, subsidies, taxes, suppression of taxes and sub- 
sidies, along with an entire subsidiary legislation mak- 
ing it impossible to analyze a regime which, if it boasts 
of anything, it is of its orderly continuity in contrast 
to the anarchy of the Republic. 


As to political doctrine, properly speaking, Spain 
has been a totalitarian state—according to her own 
definition—neutral, non-belligerent, later neutral 
again but with a neutrality of a different objective, 
then came “National Syndicalism,” “National De- 
mocracy,” “Organic Democracy,” “Social Mon- 
archy” and “Representative Monarchy.” . . . 





“RAFAEL MEDINA” is the pen name of a young 
Spanish writer, a Christian Democrat. 
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The regime has execrated the British: remember 
the rediscovery of the phrase “perfidious Albion”? 
France: “That feminine country, the harlot of Eu- 
rope” as she was called on so many occasions; Ameri- 
ca: what has not been said about that country with 
her “putrefied democracy”? 

The Falange has been the backbone of the regime, 
but now its militia is suppressed, its organizations 
quartered up, its uniform discarded, its fascist salute 
prohibited and, finally, its youth organizations are 
forbidden to wear the blue shirt, which was so vital 
to the founder, José Antonio Primo de Rivera, who 
spoke of “Dark blue like the blue cf the workers’ 
clothes.” 

The regime has been anti-European and Euro- 
peanist. Now Franco embraces the representative of 
the government of “perfidious Albion,” the ministers 
of “the harlot of Europe” come and go in Spain in 
perfect agreement with the men who applauded 
Laval . . . later to turn him over to France to face 
a firing squad. And what about the Americans and 
their “‘putrefied democracy”? They were insulted 
over Puerto Rico, Panama was recalled with tears 
in eyes, Truman was insulted savagely, and Ruben 
Dario was paraphrased in a poem apostraphizing 
Roosevelt: “. . . and since you have everything, only 
one thing is lacking: God.” 

Spain has been the friend and mother, if a bit 
distant at times, of the African nations. But a change 
of mood with respect to Europe has affected her 
mother-love in such a way that she repudiates the 
independence of the Congo and wavers in her affec- 
tion between France and Algeria, although between 
one thing and another General Salan was permitted 
to conspire at all hours in the Hotel Princesa in Ma- 
drid. Morocco, Ifni and the Sahara, all are chapters 
of an unrecognized inconsistency 
which they even try to pass off as 
consistency and clairvoyance; the 
same is true with respect to Gibraltar 
and Angola, and of the monarchy, 
with Don Juan, without Don Juan, 
with the son of Don Juan or with 
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the brother of Don Juan. 

So just what has the regime of General Franco 
done in these twenty-five years? Just one thing: it 
has resisted. It has resisted through the use of force 
and imprisonment of its enemies. To repeat, its policy 
is the policy of public order. 

The Falange has resigned itself to the loss of a war 
which it believed it had won. Liberal monarchists, 
traditionalist monarchists, hierarchs of the Church, 
generals, Opus Deists, all move about agitatedly, their 
stock rising or falling in the market of power ac- 
cording to whether one policy or another is called for 
at the mome'* to preserve the “continuity of the 
Movement.” 

To resist; this is the sole objective and the sole 
order of the day. One resists in the midst of a people 
lacking in social or civic sense, in the midst of the 
most appalling corruption, the most horrifying apathy. 
But one resists only to the extent that one is pushed. 
So the fact is not only that Franco has spent twenty- 
five years of nonsensical incoherences to remain in 
power, but also that nothing, of either the interior 
or the exterior, has pushed him sufficiently to shake 
his resistance. 

This situation is a result of what we can call Neo- 
Francoism, a word which I can not claim to have 
originated, but which I have taken from an article by 
the French journalist Servan-Schreiber in L’Express, 
concerning the sad events in France in 1958. 

Neo-Francoism could become established in the 
Western world. Just what is it? Certainly not a polti- 
cal doctrine which could be intellectually enunciated 
with an articulate doctrine like any typical methodol- 
ogy in the history of ideas. Neo-Francoism is, on the 
one hand, a tactic, and on the other hand, a state of 
mind. 

Consider the political action of the governments 
of the West, or their lack of it; consider the vital 
stagnation of governmental action; it is deplorable to 
think that that which we define as the West has, for 
the last ten years, out of arteriosclerosis in its dynamic 
mechanisms, been renouncing all of the most trans- 
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cendental values for which many millions of men 
died, in the name and ranks of the democracies, in- 
cluding, to our honor and the shame of those who 
forget, the thousands of Spanish Republicans who 
died in Africa or entered Paris in the select batallions 
of General Leclerc. Did these many millions of men 
die in vain? The recognition of Salazarism, America’s 
policy of aiding the “‘purchasable dictators” of Ameri- 
ca; Dulles in Spain, Eisenhower in Spain at the very 
moment of persecution of Spanish democrats and 
their trial by court martial; Butler in Spain, with his 
famous declarations, and Lord Home in Spain; Sena- 
tor Homer Capehart’s defense of the recently assas- 
sinated Trujillo: “Trujillo was a friend of America 
and a bastion of anti-communism.” The persecution 
of the opposition, tortures, gigantic corruption, the 
kidnapping and murder of Galindez, none of this 
matters a bit to Capehart; what a curious position 
for an American Senator. 

Furthermore, Neo-Francoism is a state of mind. 
Franco and Capehart have defined it adequately. A 
state of mind which consists in believing, without 
further analysis, that all political dynamism, all ef- 
forts on the part of the people to improve their lot, 
all reclamations and all criticism, are motivated by 
communism. 

Recently an editorial writer on a Spanish news- 
paper wrote something very revealing. After a long 
enumeration of the things which, in his opinion, “The 
West does not want to understand,” he ended “. . . be- 
behind anti-colonialism and the persecution of the 
Germans for alleged anti-semitism, there is also in- 
ternational communism.” This is being said in Spain, 
but the countries infected with Neo-Francoism act 
accordingly. Thus Eichmann is a victim of com- 
munism, and anti-colonialism is a purely communist 
labor. Obviously the reaction of the people to all this 
is that if it is communism which concerns itself with 
the punishment of a man guilty of genocide, if it is 
communism which works for the liberation of the 
peoples of color who have been under colonial dom- 
ination for centuries, then it must be excellent. So, 
thus well-publicized by Neo-Francoism, it is evident 
that this very Neo-Francoism must lead to com- 
munism. Yet the West promotes this official attitude 
which we call “Neo-Francoism.” 

It is necessary to shed illusions. The loss of Ameri- 
can prestige in Spain is enormous. The visit of the 
British Home Secretary, with his mouth full of praises 
for the regime; the silencing of broadcasts like the 
liberal and democratic programs formerly beamed to 
Spain by Radio Paris (now, in contrast to the per- 
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petual broadcasts of the communist Radio Espafia 
Independiente, what have we democrats but sil- 
ence?); the many acts of cordiality towards official 
Spain; how do all these make the Western world ap- 
pear to the Spanish people? In the Spanish prisons 
there is one democrat for every ten communists. Let 
everyone think what they like, but the truth of the 
matter is that one has to perform veritable intellectual 
gymnastics in order to try to explain wherein likes 
the support, or, simply, the endorsement, of the West 
of us democrats who are fighting the Franco regime. 

A few days ago the Spanish press published a curi- 
ous bit of information. It appears that the Rocke- 
feller Foundation has given a grant to a Spanish 
novelist, José Luis Castillo Puche, to come to America 
and write a novel on the Basque sheep-herders in the 
Western part of that country, a novel which will later 
be made into a film. 

The news would seem of no importance yet it is 
one of those occurrences which causes us Spanish 
democrats to despair. Castillo Puche is an old guard 
Falangist, the right-hand man of the sinister Juan 
Aparicio who for ten years as Director General of the 
Press fiercely pruned away any signs of unrest, all 
appearances of disconformity. Aparicio refined, with 
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a certain sadism, the school of journalism in order to 
make of it an exclusively political element, and as 
editor of El Espanol he constantly and crudely at- 
tacked the democracies, above all America. Castillo 
Puche was his close collaborator. 

Castillo Puche is the man who insulted Pio Baroja; 
he is the confirmed Falangist of the “putrefied de- 
mocracy,” the “harlot of Europe,” and “perfifious 
Albion”; he is the enthusiastic admirer of German 
Nazism, one of the group of men who ever denied 
the existence of concentration camps in Germany; 
a Petainist in France, fascist in Italy, he is one of 
those convinced that Eichmann is a victim of Juda- 
ism. 

If only America, England, France, Belgium and 
Holland could know the vast sorrow caused us when 
we think of those many millions of men who died in 
vain, The many millions of men who died in the most 
tragic and gigantic joke to be imagined. ... 

Because, as the French child commented in his 
exercise book, Robespierre died of the very ailment 
which he had caused. May God be willing that the 
Western world will not become too virulently in- 
fected also with the ailment which it, in its time, 
combatted. 
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LETTER FROM SPAIN 





ON LITERARY DEVELOPMENTS 


THE DISASTERS OF THE CIVIL WAR 


Juan de Toledo 


At last Un millén de muertos [A Million Dead], the 
novel based on the Spanish Civil War on which José 
Maria Gironella has been working intrepidly for over 
six years, has made its appearance. There has been 
talk about this novel in our country during this en- 
tire period; people have been preoccupied with this 
new work by the author of The Cypresses Believe in 
God. 

Efforts to publicize the anticipated book have 
been unceasing, and Gironella himself has made vari- 
ous statements to the press on the subject. His note- 
books in his suitcases, along with his files and photo- 
static copies, his leading characters and battle plans, 
our writer travelled throughout Europe in search of a 
propitious climate for the drawing up of his great 
report. It can be said that in the meantime all Spain 
has awaited the appearance of this vast work of nine 
hundred pages in which he wished to convey that 
entire heroic and grotesque world which was our 
Civil War. 

Gironella’s objective was an enormous one: he 
aspired to execute a vast fresco of our conflict, a 
definitive document, and he was guided by the salu- 
tary aim of correcting and surpassing all that had 
been written on the subject before. He has remarked 
frequently to any members of the domestic or foreign 
press inclined to listen to him that “All the books 
written about the Civil War have been tendentious; 
this is just as true of Man’s Hope by André Malraux 
as of Hemingway’s For Whom the Bells Toll, Koest- 
ler’s A Spanish Testament, Bernanos’ The Great 
Cemeteries under the Moon and Arturo Barea’s The 
Flame (the third section of The Forging of a Rebel). 
Aside from any literary merit which these works may 
possess, they can not withstand profound analysis. 
Frequently they subdivide the drama of our country, 
their works are overloaded with folklore, and at the 
moment when they should resolutely confront their 
principal theme they lose their nerve. They are apt 
to be unjust and arbitrary, and they provoke in the 
informed reader a feeling of extreme discomfort.” 





José Maria Gironella, UN MILLON DE MUER- 
TOS, Editorial Planeta, Barcelona, 1961. 


Like any pretentious 
schoolmaster, Gironella 
has ventured to spank 
these writers of interna- 
tional renown, to send 
them to stand in the 
corner, even to put Aw 
dunce caps on their 
heads. On the other 
hand Gironella himself 
has had the temerity of lh 
attempting to create the 
War and Peace of our 
fratricidal conflict. 
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The commercial and journalistic psychosis pre- 
ceding the appearance of Un millén de muertos was 
effectively widespread and explosive. However mat- 
ters have been quite different since the book’s ap- 
pearance. It has had a big sale in Spain: among the 
victors, because they already knew what it was all 
about. They think of themselves as Abels and of all 
the others as Cains. It has had a big sale among the 
vanquished because they had hoped that the much- 
vaunted objectivity claimed by the author was genu- 
ine. Many official and unofficial circles have rec- 
ommended the purchase of the novel. However it 
has been amusing to observe the caution of the critics, 
a caution which could almost be called diplomatic. 
They have felt their way very gingerly in passing 
judgement on the work. Of course there have been 
instances of exaggeration, but by-and-large our re- 
sponsible critics have proceeded with care, no matter 
how committed they might be to the regime, because 
they know very well that Un millén de muertos is a 
bad novel and they do not want to get out on a limb, 
losing the equanimity of their apostolate. 


Reviews have made their appearance slowly and 
grudgingly. Today in the world of literature and art 
the critic tries to remain somewhat apart from politi- 
cal involvements; it can be said that for this reason 
the book has not had much attention from the press. 
So far no reviews have appeared in literary magazines 
such as Insula, Papeles de Son Armadans, Indice, 
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CHianiee® ¢ OF” 
GOVERNMENT?.. 

PARIS, June, 29, Ibérica: Today's 
issue,of Le Monde comments on re- 
mors circulating in, Madrid: concern; 
ing possible; cabinet changes: Ac- 
cording to this newspaper: it: is: said 
in ‘the Spanish’ capital: that:a new 
ministerial. combination \is «expected 
soon, but:these! rumors are: propagat- 
ed periodically in Spain on the ap- 
proach of July 18, which this year 
will mark) the twérty-fifth sannivers 
sary of the commencement of the 
Civil “War. 

There is talk of the following’ p 

sibilities: ‘that Blas Pérez. will be 
named’ President of the ‘Council! ‘of 
Ministers (Prime Minister), a post 
which has been non-existent hereto- 
fore but which ‘General Franco ‘is 
said to be prepared to ‘create; Sr. 
Girén,’ former. Minister of Labor, 
would be Minister’ of Agriculture; 
the present Secretary General of the 
Falange, Solis, would go to ‘the Min- 
istry of Labor; bringing the ‘Syndical 
Organization along, with  him;, Sr. 
Ullastres, Minister “of Commerce, 
would become) Minister: of the Trea- 
sury, and the present Minister of 
the Treasury, ‘Sr. Navarro Rubio, 
would ‘become Chairman of SF 
Council ‘of National Economy. , 
_ It i8° also, said‘ that ‘Sr. Mus oz 
Alonso,’ Director “General” ‘Le 
Press, could ‘become Minister of Na- 
tional’ ‘Education. The ‘Tesignation © of 
the" present incumbent, Sr. ‘Jesus 
Rubio, ‘is imminent: i view of. the 
Incidents Occurring in the. ‘Colleges 
of Economic and Political’ Sciences 
(i.e., Student strikes). 

“If these rumors become’ reality 


H 

then the newest swill differ ve 
En from the" pre it one. 

| The ; guly, thing.that one, can, 


‘sure of is that, even were ‘there t 
.bé & ‘Gompleté chatige of ive of Ge h 


jone in Spain could gre Ge va 
1S 


eral ranco’s alterin miele i 
‘the least.. 
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AMERICAN AIP: TQs95 4210 
SPAIN RED G@Oa TUOBA 

rt appearing in the N w York 
Hae Tribune of June® ,. from 
Washington,’ “S$tites° that!’ "hecorains 
to Well-infottied “eiteles, “United 
States’ éconémic ‘aid’ to Spai would 
come ~'to”only" $5" million’ ‘for the 
fiscal year beginning’“on’ Jilly 1° ‘this 
is “$30° ‘million’ less‘ than’ the Py eas "tp 
Spain for the fiscal year wi which’ ‘Kas 
just: ended. 

“Acdrding' to'the ole sii ihe 
American administration Has decided 
to reduce 'the figure for’ aid to Spain 
to! such’ afi: extent’ ‘Of ‘the 
improverrient of thé’ Spanish balaride 
of payments due to the econdmic 
and financial ' measures: ‘resorted! to 
in: ‘that ‘country! ry es nd brow 


FIRST SPEECH BY 
| oon BIDDLE ~ 
ELONA,, erica +4 

The first oni plaice be de- 
livered by ‘the new? ‘United’ ‘States 
Ambassador, “Mr! “Anthony Drexel 
Biddle; did’ ‘not satisfy” the’ Fran: 
coists. “The _Spééch? Was delivered iti 
the ‘Aineérticari ‘Chamber of Com- 
merce in this city. “3 

“Sr. ‘Manuel Aznar?’ former “diplo- 
mat ‘and’ editor °of the”’ BArcélotia 
newspaper La anguardia, felt cal: 
ledupon ‘to address'a Warnin?to the 
new "Ambassador, in' thé forn'6f "ah 
editorial; “to put»:Himi?on “guard 
against the Spaniards who! approach 
him im ‘order’ to ‘Convince ‘hin that 
& pacifit ay peer Replicas “yl for 
Spain.” Sy fir JuoO pant 

«However the’ tAmmbasudor esipres 
séd-himself as folldws in his speech? 

“I am certain that:whatever ‘the 
effect.can {be,- the; prdgram: of! aid 
to, Spain,-and (whatever; may:be the 
way:.in-which/existing forms, ofi{aid 
may; be replaced: by» dommercial hire- 
lations, and. more. normal .forms:<of 
investment, the fundamental iobjec- 
tives of.American; policyo will eori+ 
tinue, to be; the same." s12nosiob 0! 
- im hanother+ part of .thecspeech; 
concerned with the question:ef{ecd> 
nomic. isolation, ; Ambassador. Biddle 
made, his, point .through:a, historical 
allusion : “Imagine, a Cortés or, Piz 
arro, alive, today,,, Given, his, choice 
between, a sure.but limited market, 
protected from foreign competition 
and., from, ; competitors ,,jn; his sow? 








Pi a altus 
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06 dint is ‘Gioite wollld be! 
ioni'td economic “fae 
ig? clea Note 6f ‘this was 
elle with enthusiasiiby: official 
spheres: obute beasevod). ostd3 
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NEW,.SYNDICA 
TQULOUSE,..June,L4, Tbstica: = 
The Secretary, General, of the. UGT, 
(Union,.Gengral, de. Trabajadores), 
has issued..the following announce- 
ment: “Ina: meeting held on May 
12..in the \UGT,; headquarters, .in 
Toulouse of..,representatiyes.,of ., the 
UGT; CNT, [Canfederacion Nacion- 
wf, de, Tzabajo] and the; STV, {Sindi- 
cato\ de Trabajadores..vascos.or. Bas, 
que i Union], \aa, agreement 
was arrived at for the 

and operation of the Alianza Sindical 
[Syndicat pire the three un- 


As er 
the activfey 
inthe: siting? 06. ri and abroad 
—will' be eddrdinated;:s6 as toi favor 
and ito:i permit) the e+establigshment 
offréédomy the organization of| the 
national life;and to-bring to.am end 
theringustices {from which ithe Spah+ 
ish people are suffering at jprésent, 
in*Fhex afiproved sagreenibats will 
be}annGfinced !by the pressi-and- by 
circularsstissuedinby,othe-nespettive 
organizations:ih the interior of Spain 
asssoon: asithey havesbeem ratified 
by the directors) 6f{th# unions in 
ae ner istoe bas pais 
bog sedi bas gisu2 goowjad S! 
aire 


PLANS; FOR. JULY, 18, 289 on T 
BARCELONA,.Jume 19,, Thérica 5 
fog ge ie a tie throughout 


this city, of, foRtaning comesien 
to liquidate..the; ects, of, the 
Cuil. Was, and. ta, render. homage, 


om, July, 18, twentysfitth, anniversary 
of: the: sbe 2af;,the xnilitary 
which precipitated the Civil 

War, to,all its ictims, no,matter. of 

t, t om torormiirievow dais 

ow ARIQDS 9 Ame, in, gigculation 
a dale of. the, organization 

of silent demonstrations in, APIS 


teries, , act ad bomeie siste to. isidD 
“eit : ~ 

of, al st 
position groups of Catalonia. ..; 
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STUDENT DISTURBANCES 


MADRID; June 21, Ibérica: —-Exa- 
minations,..were, to, have, been, held 
yesterday i in the, Schools of Political 
and;; Economic;. Science,,; but, more. 
than three thousand students . re- 
mained on strike and refused to 
taka the examination, _ 

“Fhe students- still! protesting 
against ‘the new’ governmental pro- 
visions” granting’ students of ‘the 
School of Commerce’ the same ‘Tights 
as ‘thoséof the’other Schools ‘in the 
University. They ‘are also protesting 
against ‘the ‘dismissal of the Dean, 
Valentin’ Andrés Alvatez: 

“Tension ationg' the’ students has 
been ’ ‘increasing’ also as ‘a ‘result of 
the receiit ‘dismissal of the Univer- 


sity ‘Syndicat Delégate, José Maria 
Beiaveses i : 


=e 
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SPANISH SAILORS 
DEPART. FOR MEXICO 


On June 24 the two Spanish enilows; 
Juan Pérez Varela and Manuel Mar- 
tin Prieto,:who had deserted from a 
Spanish training ship and had ap- 
péaléd ‘for asylum «in the’ United 
States as) political refugees, flew to 
Mexico where they had a granted 
political asylum. : 

According toa State: Departlient 
press ‘release: dated June :22,:1961, 
the Spanish Government. decided to 
waive ‘its right to have the two 
sailors ‘returned’ to Spain, pursuant 
to Article XXIV) of the: Treaty of 
Friendship and General Relations of 
1902 between Spain and the United 
States. 

The case ‘of! ‘the ‘sailors! Has’ been 
the ‘subject ‘of litigation’ in United 
States courts and of proposed ‘legisla- 
tion in Congress. The court decisions 
ruled’ ‘that’ under’ ‘the provisions of 
the treaty’ the 'United States Govern: 
ment “was obliged to”’ return’ Such 
desertérs to the? Spanish atithorities: 

‘Atcording™’ to’ the ‘State Depart- 
ment; “The voliintary action bythe 
Spanish Government in rélinquish: 
ing its right in the case’ of ‘these two 
tiaval''sdaitien’ has’ been taken! con- 
sequent ‘to 4 petition ‘tothe Spanish 
Chief of State signed by them. It 
does not alter the’ pdsition that the 
provisions of ‘the Treaty are applic’ 
able in ‘such’ casés.” 


6B 








DISAGREEMENT. | 
ABOUT aa NOE 


MADRID, July 5, Ibérica:—There 
are differences, of. opinion, with. re, 
spect to Portugal. Some, diplomats 
of the regime, especially, those. sta- 
tioned .in_ France- and, the United 
States, haye written to Castiella, 
recommending prudence, that, one 
should . not. “embark” on Salazar’s 
adventure, which they considera 
lost cause. “One more, year of life,” 
says one of these reports. ‘ait 

On the. other hand some, of ‘the 
military and Falangists insist on. the 
need to give active support to Oli: 
veira Salazar. 

Franco has: not yet said the fon 
word, but, as we know, he: is ‘not 
accustomed to take heroic eet 


f } ' i 3-45° 
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NEOLPALANGISM eee 


MADRID, June j2. Ibgeica: on 
day more comments )are made. about 
the advances of Neo-Falangism. ‘The 
most recent ones, have been. pro- 
voked by two. speeches delivered .by 
the Secretary General of the Syndi- 
cal Organization, Sr. Giménez Tor- 
res, in Castell6n to a group of rep- 
resentatives:.of the Agricultural. Co- 
operatives, the other at the Colegio 
Mayor de San Pablo in Madrid. 

‘The basic,themes of these two 
speeches: have been as follows: the 
maintenance; of .the “principles of 
the regime”: and: the’ new Syndical 
Law. He pointed out in these speeh- 
es,that .“‘the, juridical garb (ie., 
form). of the Syndicates. must be sub- 
stantially reformed.” 

He insistedbon the’ need for greater 
autonomy inthe Labor Syndicates 
with! respect to ‘the Administration, 
and': within 'the: ‘political organiza- 
tion ito which ‘they belong; on ‘the 
need for 'a simpler electoral: system 
than the one‘ in use’ at present, so'as 
to demonstrate that °“ours is’ not’ a 
governmental and — — 
dicalism.” 

He: maintained hat at Hie same 
time an end must ‘be put to ‘the lati: 
fundio (big, uncultivated Janded 
estates) ‘and’ the’ minifundio' (sriall, 
uneconomically ‘sized parcels’ of 
land)” and that the ‘new Syndital 
Organization ‘should ‘include ’the ¢x- 





thousand and one times that 
Caudillo has social preoccupations 
and is about to change his govern- 


ment. It would that. Sr, Gim- 
énez Torres’ two eches “were. de- 
signed to give ade ipression’ of “ani 


evolution of: the: regime; ‘and. to'em- 
phasize ’ these 'themes: » agrarian” 're- 
form, and the! democratization ‘and 
representative modification ‘of _the 
Labor: Syndicates. 

‘In our.-opinion: all ‘of this is ‘but 
one more ‘political: maneuver, but’ it 
is the apnea . ‘much ——e 


) 
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DON ‘AUGUSTO BARCIA | 


Don Augusto Barcia Trelles, former 
Prime Minister of the Spanish, Re- 
public and Minister of Foreign. Af- 
fairs and of the. FSAI has. died 
in Buenos Aires. , ea 
Barcia was. a dauheushed interna- 
tional lawyer. ‘whose reports were of 
great service to the League of Na- 
tions. In that period he, was a mem- 
ber of the Reformist Party; on the 
advent of ‘the Republic he immedi, 
ately and unconditionally, joined the 
new regime... 

His published . works’ peta ‘the 
following: El genio, “politico de Ing- 
laterra (FE: sland’s Political Genius), 
Un golpe. de ‘Estado Interns fn 
(An . International © Coup .d’ one 
Mosaico Internacional ( Internation- 
al Mosaic), José San Martin. 

‘Sr.. Barcia ‘was a collaborator of 
IBERICA and, encouraged us In our 
work .at all times.. The Spanish Re- 


publicans have, ast one of their most 
outstanding’ ‘figu es, and; ‘all “Span; 
iards. one of, theit, most distinguished 


compatriots... 
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PIBERICA Ts’ NOT’ PUBLISH. 
ED..IN. AUGUST. THE: NEXT 








ISSUE APPEARS ‘ON SEPT: 15. 
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SPAIN INCREASING” >»! > 
TRADE, WITH’ REDS. oar , 


(From: The; ‘New. York Times 
Sunday, June 25). bistion 


_ MADRID, June’ 23+—Spain's trade 
with ‘the ‘countries behind the Iron 
Curtain has been growing’ slowly but 
steadily » despite: her, bitterly.‘ anti- 
Communist :government’s refusal: to 
open “diplomatic: ‘relations onng _ 
East European régimesin.) > si 
he» latest : deal; disclosed this 
week, ‘is a: barter: agreement: for the 
exchange of 40,000 tons: of . diesel- 
type Soviet oil products for 2,200 
tons of Spanish synthetic fibers, ac- 
cording to business sources here. 
The value of the Soviet oil at 


pared ‘with ‘overall Spaiiish iniports 
last year of $692; 006,000 and exports 
of $755,000;000. Y iftsse Yam 
it unillgs efswbivibat 
x piston Soi: isnionnt [sterabio 
Nonetheless, nish trade’ offi cials 
aré ‘quietly seeking to expand this 
traffic ‘as fees of Kaw materials 
for’ Spain’ “and as’ a ‘potentially’ rich 
market! for’ ‘her ‘traditional’ exports; 
such as°citrits frivits’ aind agriculture 
prodiice:*’ bes! bi 
“The new? Sphtiish-Saiviet ‘agree- 
ment is not regarded here as‘@ lorig* 
fange trade:-pact:but rather: lds the 


latest in a sporadic series of bilateral 


barter deals that the extreme Right-_ 


wing regime of Generalissimo Fran- 


424,000,00@ ipésdtias) Aor Saliguit I$7}+ 
000,000! She Béweitt front the Soviet 
Union goods at the se ushae ab of 
292. 000,000* pesetas tn coho 
Gn 0,000 lose 
} aul MO <9) 

sais idea hivelwed" ‘the * Nees 
fiber manufacturing cofitern Fefasa; 
a subsidiary: of: the. state-controlled 
Institsito: Nacional de;Industria.. ., 
nthe: LN. be receives about hae, '$150,, 
000,000: dsyean in state subsidies and 
controls about sixty:three companies 
with .ami estimated, total,,value .of 
about $4;000,000;000. Its head, Juan 
Antonio Suanzes, is a close friend of 
General Franco. 


In the absence of Spanish-Soviet 











international market prices is set at gime of 
slichtly more than$700,000. been co 

The total of Spain’s trade with _ fx 
the Soviet bloc is still small, about ye 1S 
$17,000,000 in imports and $10,- Spain sol 
000,000 in exports annually, com- 


’ pas 
be | 


cisco Franco rts Hie the Communist re- _ diplomatic relations, Spain’s trade 
PEMA cocoons 


citrus an Z oft Maris pes 


_ to the Soviet Union to the, value of , Portion: of nae capital. 
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BARCELONA, pune | Tbérica: —The ‘jileuee: mani- 
festo, signed by “Xecio Civica por la Liibertat i ila Pau” 
(“Civic Action for Liberty and reored ts being widely 
circulated, j in Catalonia: pene 





. 
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“Citizens: July 18 will mark the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary\of the, commencement.of ,the,Givil War, For)three 
years thousands and thousands ‘of innegent:ymen .and 
women, fell on. the, battle. fields or . were, : . Victims, of 
bombardments and assassinations, . ‘of hunger. and. misery 
on. the home. front... Civil Ya Pave always been , the 
worst solutions to political and social problems, | but no 
country. of so many, that have suffered f from, this. plague 
has. so desolate a balance, sheet : to. show after, twenty- 
five years have passed as that which is Om regord: today 
in the. Peninsula, What has posh gained in sane 
for. s0 mugh. bloodshed? toh? 'SHd Gaa SaGhs 

On the moral level, inate arid nssihiin stetsnians 
the > offidial’’ discrirnination- between :victors:-and: Van- 
quishedjis\as accentuated ‘asi iit: was.on the first: day. 
On a/material levelythe::country> lives ‘miserably cand 
the pitsseparating/it culturally and veconomically from 
the other “Européam countries. is;.constantly.deepened. 
o) ope | entire world? ‘fegards “with ‘contempt the “ine 
stitutions ' borit ’ ‘of | a military’ 'victoty" won’ ‘thariks to 
foreign’ aid’ which “had “1nd ‘objective otlier ‘tari ‘the 
maintenance “of insufferable’ privileges and ‘Hhetftialities. 
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/ANIFEST O: FOR JULY: 18°. 


In the meantime; Catalonia, continues. ta; be, pe 
of. cher ‘natural: rights,.and) onr,language.is,; ‘heaved in 
the presdjand school ssi sisi xsiteydil Sooisi 

“It. issnecessary ,to.bring., this, situation to, an vend. e 
regime which lacks the skill or the generosity to, re 
cover; from the Civil. War,.does not, deserve .to; survive. 
As;Jong..as this,zegime, exists,: our, country wall, be con- 
demned,;to ,retrogressiqn on. every; level, and the reforms 
and: ‘stabilizations’, will, byt, consolidate. abuses.and di- 
minish, even more, the standard of living: of the people. 
Over, and) above Abe differences, of opinion, and -inde- 
pendently, of positions and, conducts jf .the, past, there 
exists a, duty: which, is the,duty ofall: namely, to. bring 
the present; regime,.to,an)end. Our:people, who have 
been, scomned.and. enslaved for ihwentysfive years, have 
a. tight, |to, decide their, own, destiny oo. to atasbiasrd 
sgt Hor dithe, re-establishment, .of civic, charmeny; ciyic 
peace .and, demoeratic; freedoms;, for, natural, cultural 
and economic development; for respect for the national 
personality Sf ‘Catalonia ‘did! the ‘other Thetian ‘pedplés; 
for all of these, we ask your sipport for bur ation?’ 
TBP ets do ERAT we’ Can hy the Cdtiting “month of 
July' so that “the méioriaP Which: we! Uedicate, ‘without 
discrimination) tb’all Victims 6f thi War aiid repression, 
(BETAS tha ter Wihicl  sid@° Will epee 2 a6 put ah 
end to fe Civil War ands beg a heW® \petiod: of 

internal hariiony, of’ Horiial Mlations With Burope; and, 
at the same thie off Brbeperity aie pedtes™” oats {lit 
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VARIED: REACTIONS » 
TO: FRANCO'S: ‘SPEECH 


MADRID; ‘June.J4, Ibérica: The 
speech.,delivered by General Franco 
to the Cortes on June 3 has received 
many. different.,reactions.. Here, are 
som¢e.oi them:, 

» ois mistrust | of the eames 
powefs"is united toa fear felt in 
official spheres°over the moves and 
maneuvers ‘of the ‘monarchists and 
conservatives ‘aimed: at’ facilitating 


the, privileges. of the upper classes. 

..As.-inexplicable,)as»:these.,, efforts 
may seem, they have the support of 
individuals calling themselves. ‘“‘ac- 
cidental monarchists”) and ..men a 
liberal convictions... vasl 

‘2. In.his, speech;, ‘Franco, ieenind 
that he was. preparing a new govern, 
ment,,;\probably _ with, ,Girén,»and 
other... Falangists;. he , also. implied 
that he would refuse European inte- 
gration. This could lead him, to; dif- 





well lead expedition of Spans 
ish troops to i IW oAQACT 

4. There is a peanibaiy that spec- 
tacular’tHieasuires’ mia be! takén. in 
the agricultural areas “of Jaén and 
Cordoba, without this really amount- 
ing.|to,a genuine..agrarian ..reform, 

5. It 4s: believed: im certain: circles 
that: Franco:is preparing: a: successor 
who: is not: a member: of *therroyal 
family:: We:can:state that this rumor 
has been confirmed by:a:person who 
is very close ito former mimister: Blas 


the substitution of Franco bya king Vatican. 


who will insure’ ‘the ‘continuity. of 


ferences | with. carter close. to: the 


13, His plan | to help 8 Salazar could 


Pérez, who continues ‘to: be on ont 
mp eieren wees SHAE 





FRANCO'S + Ca iy ies 


ig a? “ore 


“wren + feta 


TO “HEARST TASK FORCE” 


On June 14 the New York Journal yam E.. ‘ublished , 
a series of answers written by General Franco_to.thir-........ 


teen questions submitted him by William Randolph 


Hearst, Jr.,@ mera Hi... “He 
low Some’ of: 


We reprod 

Q. “Some critics of Spain assert that there is a dictator- 
ship’ in this country, “with: the ‘resultant! loss: of ‘many 
civil and political liberties, including ‘censorship of the 
rest. Would Rabat ‘waatleney care to comment on 
that? 

‘A. “That? dota ‘campaign ‘ of iene against’a 
asa whith is inthe ‘midst ‘of a period’ ‘of resurgence, 
Which is at béace with all’aind does’ not’ interfere’ with 
the ‘bthers’ betrays’ ‘evil intentions ‘and’ a hidden bron 
that tontrols’ it! _ 
obni Sehy Spain” ‘ho ictatiesnip exists. At the’ anid ot 
our war a state ‘Of ‘Taw was coristituted; ‘and’ my ‘powers 
as 'Head of the state aré lithited ‘by the’ basic’ institutions 
that were crea . . “My’ powers as’ head’ of ‘the 
Sifite are’ far ‘more: limited than those’ exercised: by’ the 
Presidents of most‘ ‘American states; and the fact” that 
awe in“férce hete prevent’ the ‘practice’ of libertinage 
heither corittadicts nor Tani the real® freedoms.” 


Q: “Could, Your Excellency say something about S pes, s 
pia and, economic. progress?” . 

to Arg the, economic and, social progress of our. nation 
has; only., just, begun. A. :mere. acquaintance ; with. the 
basis .we.started. from will, bring, out, the, magnitude 
of the work, that has been done,, We had. to. transform 
the,,whole.,structure..of our,economy; by laying new 
foundations; and, creating the. instruments that. could 
fill the gap.of.a century.in a, few. years, 
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to te csipidegable. i 
“In referring, to this subject, 1 shoyld like to to expres 


OTs here arOCt " NOD OF 


“The hardest years are Conerally the first, which in 


Our..case were affected by our war of liberation and 


the World War afterwards. Today, after creating those 


METATAO 


the gratitude of the Spanish People. to * . American 
nation for the generous aid received i “recent _years, 
which is already making ~a. felt in a speeding-up of 
our rere. of — 


f Peet Miw 81 glu[, :emositiO 


9: vel is Yolir Beading view 2p Span Velie 
ence to° NATO? UF tg chases 

A. Meg pain “has “given sida’ oi several ’ océasions 
that Her thilitary’ needs ‘hie’ covered By"h her dwn’ efforts 
and ‘by’ her ‘military’ ‘coopération’ agtedments ‘with’ the 
United States ‘and’ Portugal. ‘Hetite"' she does ‘not need 
NATO and’ has ‘ot | \dbught to ‘enter ‘it; or made’ any 
approach, direct* OF “indirect, ‘With a view * being 
included’ i BO * SU teh 26 Dames 

“However, we gait ‘the’ ATG! as! ‘a’ ‘itidst valtiable 
organization for the defense of He Fide “West. 16% 
quite) clear ‘that:§paim: riever.‘evades her responsibilities 
in. European defense: “If those who are ini, NATO. today 
make the military: contribution! they>are dueito:make, 
then Spain’s ‘presence:is unnecessdry:! If ithey:do not, 
= should:not»expect Spain! ito take:theircplace; > 
> “Qur country occupies a (periphera} position> df great 
serntigic importance, : and, as. such,, she contributes. to 
the general defense. of the West and through her agree- 


ment, with the United States ,and her , understanding 


with . the, other. chief, of States, of the. West,” BMOTLEM 
rae: reyoGBERIGA 











Destino or Cuadernos Hispano Americanos. We do 
not know what they will say. We can guess at the 
reaction of Indice or Tierra Firme. La Codorniz, a 
humorous weekly published in Madrid, has banished 
Gironella to a “paper prison,’ sentencing him to 
several months corrective detention for some errors, 
faults of style and contradictions which it encountered 
in the work. The opinion of the critic Melchor Fer- 
nandez Almagro, of ABC, was cold and guarded. 
The same critic paid a much warmer tribute recently 
to Las ciegas hormigas [The Blind Ants] by Ramén 
Pinilla, latest Nadal Prize winner. All of this goes to 
show that in spite of the overture of trumpet flour- 
ishes preceding the appearance of this work it has not 
been crowned with the anticipated success. 

The first impression that one gets of Un millén de 
muertos is that it is based on first-hand experience 
in the Republican Zone during the Civil War, but 
that it is nourished by newspaper clippings from the 
National Zone. What we mean to say is that the 
events of the war, those of one side and those of the 
other, are narrated by the author, but he himself re- 
mains on one side only, where he sets up his head- 
quarters as a novelist and from whence he obtains 
his reports of developments in the Spain of Franco. 
The difference is overwhelming. On the one hand 


the author reports events experienced personally in 


Gerona, Barcelona and Madrid, while on the other 
hand he is satisfied to report things that he learns 
through second-hand sources from the other side. He 
writes vividly of the crimes of the “reds,” of the 
masses of workers unleashed by the impotence of the 
Republican governments and the appearance of 
“purifying” bands. But he forgets to tell us of the 
other kind of black terror throughout the rest of the 
country, in Badajoz, Seville, Malaga, Santander and 
later in Catalonia after the Nationalist advances. 
Again and again he refers to some abnormal occur- 
rence, some atrocity or act of revenge motivated by 
a more or less personal resentment. But that is all. 
Life in the Spain of Franco is all but exemplary, re- 
gardless of the appearance throughout the book of 
Germans, Italians, and Russians, each up to their own 
tricks, as we all know. 

The author reveals his bad faith by completely 
ignoring the epic valor of the working-classes in their 
support of the Madrid government, in skirting over 
the grandeur of the defense of the capital, and he 
never bothers to delve into the sociological, moral 
and economic factors behind all these events. Giro- 
nella aspires to give his novel an undisputable his- 
toric content, and for that matter Un millén de 
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muertos is a historic novel of a type which has com- 
pletely vanished and which our author now wishes to 
resuscitate. But one cannot write history without 
posing the political bases for its existence, because 
otherwise the result is nothing but a sort of journalis- 
tic report, a cold and insufferable documentation of 
persons and events. 

It is not difficult to find the meaning of our Civil 
War, and to establish the profound significance of the 
wherefore of that dramatic event. But Gironella com- 
pletely ignores all this, whether because of good or 
bad intentions or because of his limited creative 
talents, we do not know. He is dragged along by the 
events which he narrates, backed up by statistics, 
official bulletins and second-hand reports, all of which 
constitute the real propelling force of the novel. 

The events of this war are too much for Gironella. 
Ingenuously enough, he had assumed that he need 
only relate the incidents of the conflict. For that mat- 
ter, all are there: occurrences and persons of both 
sides, men of the government, generals and business- 
men. But he ignores or intentionally forgets that this 
entire mass of material has no meaning if it lacks a 
living context, a sense of historical perception. He 
has known how to imbue all the recorded events with 
his own special bias. It is quite true, of course, that 
an impartial novel about this war would be very dif- 
ficult if not impossible to write. No doubt all novels 
relating events taking place so recently must of neces- 
sity be written with passion, and as we all know pas- 
sion obscures the truth. The ideal formula would be 
for passion to be fused with the truth, but, as the 
annals of literature show us, such a fusion is hard 
to come by. Hence the most that we can expect of 
the novelist is that he mold his work into a noble 
and sublime form of art as did Tolstoy in War and 











Peace, Zola in La debacle and Galdés in his Episo- 
dios Nacionales. Thus even if a novel may be ten- 
dentious or partisan we can still find in it living and 
genuine human beings, human scenes in strong re- 
lief, and a world replete with reality, soul and crea- 
tive power. We find none of these qualities in Un 
millén de muertos. Gironella’s prose is opaque, anti- 
quated and hackneyed; his characters are topical, 
cardboard figures, the fruit of his trite idealism, and 
the events which he describes seem as though assem- 
bled by some hack journalist. This novel can not be 
compared to those of Malraux, Hemingway, Berna- 
nos, Barea or Koestler, to say nothing of those novels 
or fictional frescos composed by Ramén Sender and 
Max Aub, all of which are vivid, highly emotive and 
well written from any point of view. All have been 
written with passion and an overpowering longing 
for the truth, even when it is only one truth. 

We still need a Galdés to write the story of our 
Civil War. He will yet appear. José Maria Gironella 
is not the man. We do not know if Ramon Sender or 
Max Aub, or one of the writers still living in Spain, 
might one day write this exceptional novel, which 
would have nothing to do with the story related by 
Gironella in Un millén de muertos. Not a single 
novel about the Civil War has come out of Spain 
during all these twenty years. A few isolated inci- 
dents have appeared and allusions have been made 
to the impact of the war on the minds of the younger 
generations, or it has simply appeared as an inof- 
fensive backdrop. We know how many novels about 
the second world conflagration have been published 
in France, the United States and Germany. But not 
in Spain. The reasons for this are powerful ones. The 
writers of the regime have been impotent to produce 
a serious work of art under its aegis, and the dissi- 
dents have not been free to write to their own taste. 
As the theme has been a virgin one, Gironella felt 
that the moment had come for its revelation. 

So now we have Un millon de muertos. It has been 
widely read, but the commentary, criticism and re- 
sponse in general have been adverse. Because, in spite 
of everything, it is impossible to write a good novel 
today if one lacks the necessary freedom, no matter 
how much one is backed up by the official attitude 
of the nation. To write a good novel, objectivity, 
good faith and skill are not enough. A novel is not 
made up of this alone; it requires creative ability, a 
profound feeling for synthesis and analysis, a lively 
imagination for the creation of heroes, a powerful 
gift for modern narration, which differs from the old, 
and a style in keeping with our times. 
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Gironella, always a second-or third-rate writer, has 
never shown any signs of these qualities. Ramén 
Sender and Max Aub, both exiles, have written very 
beautiful novels of our Civil War, works such as 
Requiem por un campesino espanol [Requiem for a 
Spanish Peasant] and Campo de Sangre [Field of 
Blood]. Some of our writers like Camilo José Cela, 
Ignacio Aldecoa, Ana Maria Matute, Juan Goytisolo 
or Lépez Pacheco could have written it, without seek- 
ing to improve on the pages of Galdds, Zola or Tols- 
toy. Un millén de muertos has not reached any of 
these goals. It remains what it is, a novel of no merit, 
with its nine hundred pages, but fundamentally lack- 
ing in that universal spirit which unites, heals and 
stimulates, imbued only with a spirit of civil conflict, 
of factionalism, of ill will. 





THE PROGRAM OF THE 
“SOCIAL CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS” 


INFORMACIONES PARLAMENTARIAS, Paris, 
June:—Sr. José Maria Gil Robles, Minister of the 
C.E.D.A. [Catholic Rightist Party] in the Republi- 
can Government headed by Alejandro Lerroux in 
1934, and deputy to the Cortes from Salamanca in 
the elections of 1936, has recently submitted the 
Fundamental Principles of ““Democracia Social Cris- 
tiana Espafiola” to the “Nuevos Equipos Interna- 
cionales” [New International Organizations] with a 
request for his party’s admission. 

These Fundamental Principles contain sub-head- 
ings devoted to the Recognition and Guarantees of 
the Rights of Man, Unity of the Fatherland and 
Sovereignty of the State, Participation of the People 
in the Tasks of Government, Structure of Spanish 
Society, Economy, Instruction and Education, Jus- 
tice, International Cooperation and Form of Govern- 
ment. 

Among the details worthy of mention are the fol- 
lowing: Spain’s adherence to the European Declara- 
tion of the Rights of Man; illegality of every political 
and social group of totalitarian concept, and in a 
special way the Communist Party; the untouchable 
unity of the fatherland and independence of the 
State from all foreign intervention; recognition of 
the individuality of the natural societies and historic 
communities, municipalities and regions; with re- 
spect to the latter, guarantees as to the spheres of 
action pertaining to their natural, cultural, economic 
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and lingiiistic individualities, customs and charac- 
teristics; freedom and independence of the Catholic 
Church within the limitations of its own framework, 
and authorization for the cultivation in private of 
other religious confessions; concordat freely granted. 

The right to suffrage of the citizens exercised in 
their dual capacity as individuals and members of 
organizations and natural societies; disappearance of 
the present division of Spanish society into classes, 
which facilitates favoritism and privilege; social cate- 
gory based on labor and on services rendered to the 
collectivity; freedom of enterprise, commerce and 
the circulation of goods; industrial coordination for 
the State, and transformation of the present system 
of capitalist enterprise into a system which will facili- 
tate the harmonization of capital and labor, and the 
just distribution of the national income. 

Recognition of the Catholic Church’s right to edu- 
cation, with th mission of inspection being left up 
to the State; free and gratuitous education in all 
grades, the right of the bilingual regions to teach in 
both Castilian and their mother tongue, and pro- 
hibition in education of the defense of doctrines and 
programs of a tendency of any party. Affirmation 
of the state of legality and independence of the Ju- 
diciary, with the greatest possible juridical unity; 
international and European cooperation, full integra- 
tion of Spain into the European common associations. 

Restoration of the monarchy in the person of Don 
Juan de Bourbon, it being understood that “any at- 
tempt which should have as its objective an affirma- 
tion of the monarchy on a basis of institutions alien 
to democratic principles, would gravely jeopardize 
the permanence and consolidation of the regime, and 
would compromise the fundamental principles on 
which its acceptance and defense are based.” 





THE FUTURE OF THE MONARCHY 


La Documentacion Frangaise, a monthly bulletin 
published by the French Government, carried the 
following information in its issue of May 31, under 
the above heading, amplifying information on the 
same subject appearing in the April IBERICA. 

The Associated Press and the Parisian monarchist 
weekly La Nation Frangaise have published reports 
of the audience granted in March by the Pretender 
to the throne of Spain in his residence in Estoril to 
some 250 officers of the old Requeté regiments [made 
up of traditionalist monarchists of the Basque pro- 
vinces and Navarre] on the occasion of the “Festival 
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of the Martyrs to the Tradition.” 

La Nation Frangaise, in turn, published the. essen- 
tial paragraphs of the message of adherence signed 
by 700 Requeté officers on behalf of the many thou- 
sands of veterans of the last Civil War. Here are the 
principal paragraphs: 

“The Requeté officers who fought until victory in 
the glorious Spanish Army, along with other good 
Spaniards, under the command of Generalissimo 
Franco, thinking solely of the salvation of the father- 
land, have come to render to Your Majesty, on the 
day of the Festival of the Martyrs to the Tradition, 
the sincere and fervent homage of those who have 
contributed to the writing of the epic of Spain and 
to the forging of her spirit.” 

“Recognizing what the monarchist institution is 
for the fatherland we render this adherence to he who 
embodies the institution’s historic rights. . . . Our love 
for Spain makes us desire that the historic contribu- 
tion of our forefathers, brought up to date and re- 
vived in the marvellous avalanche of July, 1936, will 
serve toward the installation of the Monarchy on the 
essential principles that will orient a legislation, or- 
dering present day society in accordance with the 
rules of Christian civilization, solving problems with- 
out injustices or egoisms, making the interests of capi- 
tal and labor compatible in accordance with the wise 
pontifical orientations. We hope that the future of 
Spain will restore the traditional institutions, adapted 
to present day circumstances, respecting the natural 
and organic constitution of society, the inalienable 
rights of man and the historic rights of the diverse 
regions which with their charters and freedoms make 
up the sacred unity of the fatherland.” 

The Count of Barcelona responded to the reading 
of this message with an address from which we re- 
produce the following paragraphs: 

“We are not reactionaries, nor are we retrogres- 
Sives; we want for the Monarchy new constitutions 
related to the problems of our times, which are so 
harsh today that disoriented humanity turns toward 
those who have the generous objective of reuniting 
and refreshing the spiritual forces of Christianity 
offered us by the Catholic Church.” 

“I confidently believe that the sense of responsi- 
bility and patriotism guiding the present regime will 
permit an understanding that the greatest evil which 
could befall our country would be for a period of 
constituent character to be opened which would soon 
become catastrophic and hence to find a natural 
evolution which will give Spain a traditional, pro- 
foundly Spanish regime, with its own physiognomy.” 
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Editorial 


ENCOURAGING SYMPTOMS 


In a country subjected to ironclad dictatorship, move- 
ments in the opposite direction to be observed from 
abroad demand all our attention. Such is the case 
with Spain at present, and in this connection we 
should analyze two positions: that of General Fran- 
co, and that of the opposition. 


In official spheres announcements have been made 
of an impending agrarian reform and the creation 
of a peasant middle class; supposedly these decisions 
were made as a result of the impression made on 
General Franco during his Andalusian trip when 
he was placed in front of some miserable peasant 
dwellings, a spectacle which, evidently, was a sur- 
prise to the General who during the more than twen- 
ty years of his reign had not appreciated the lot of 
the Spanish peasant. No doubt the scene had been 
staged as an introduction to the second act, namely, 
the announcement of the agrarian reform, made by 
General Franco himself, later repeated by the heads 
of the vertical labor syndicates and Sr. Ullastres, 
Minister of Commerce. 


There is talk of the “social’’ turn which the Cau- 
dillo intends to take today, of the reform of the 
Syndicates and of the possible return of representa- 
tives of the malcontents of the Falange to positions 
of power; in the meantime unofficial reports of an 
impending cabinet shake-up are given out. 


On the other hand we observe that the anti-Fran- 
co opposition is showing signs of life in the interior. 
On June 24 a manifesto was issued, signed by all the 
democratic opposition groups (the text is repro- 
duced on page 4) in which they commit themselves 
to a policy of total opposition to the present regime 
in Spain, “in order,” as the manifesto expressly states, 
“to avoid a situation of chaos on the downfall of the 
present dictatorship.” 


We should keep in mind that talks leading to an 
agreement for joint action have been under way for 
over a year. Now the agreement is a reality, and it 
is no fantasy to presume that General Franco’s in- 
formation services have been following these opposi- 
tion activities more or less closely, and that the of- 
ficial announcement of these reforms, which will 
never be realized, has come in anticipation of the 
publication of the democratic opposition manifesto. 
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In other words, the regime, which is immobile by its 
very nature, has made haste to announce democratic 
modifications in anticipation of this event. This 
shows that the importance of the formation of the 
Union of Democratic Forces has not been minimized. 

And indeed it is important because through this 
Union, which aligns the opposition elements in a 
single bloc, the panorama of the anti-Franco move- 
ment becomes more coherent. Also, it will be im- 
portant when the moment comes for action. 

The manifesto has its weak points, but we must 
applaud it though this be but for one reason: it 
shows that the Franco dictatorship has an organized 
opposition and that there are prospects for Spain 
other than “Franco or communism.” 

These groups seem well oriented in their accep- 
tance of democracy as the only political system. How- 
ever we ‘would like to have read in this mani- 
festo of the need for a period of freedom and demo- 
cratic practice before the holding of free elections. 

Spain needs, and we will repeat this a thousand 
times, to become accustomed to the practice of de- 
mocracy, from which she has been absent for twenty- 
five years. A government which restores political free- 
doms and holds free elections is not all that Spain 
needs today. The Spanish people need to enjoy in- 
dividual liberties and to know how to use them; they 
need to live together within a democracy for a period, 
whose end will be indicated by the civic life itself. 
To bring in a political regime without such an in- 
terim period would be a grave error. The defrosting 
of twenty years of dictatorship must be a gradual 
process; it must be a period in which every political 
party reveals with full clarity its program for the 
reform of the country, the possibilities and obstacles 
in the way of carrying it out, and a period in which 
the way will be closed to brilliant but empty speeches, 
to promises that can not be fulfilled, in a word, to 
demagogic political propaganda. 

We repeat that we applaud the manifesto in that 
it makes it evident that opposition forces exist within 
Spain, and that these forces are united by a common 
objective; but those who devote themselves to Spain’s 
struggle should not forget that the most effective 
political arms today are the programs for the reforms 
of existing structures. 
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Reports from our 
correspondent in Madrid 


MORE MANEUVERINGS 


Persons of mature age who preserve their memories 
of the twenties know that there was a legionnaire 
colonel who was skillful in the art of warfare in the 
Rif, in maneuvering some tribal chieftains against 
others, in parleying with some while attacking others: 
his name was Francisco Franco. 

Later this same officer was confronted by other 
military problems which he knew more from theory 
than practice: the battles of Brunete, Teruel, the 
Ebro—all were episodes of modern warfare from 
which he was able to emerge victorious thanks only 
to a superiority of reserves and weapons—provided 
through an international plot—after invariably hav- 
ing lost the first round in each engagement. 

The officer became a governor, and, as what one 
learns in youth is that which is most deeply engrained, 
the maneuvering tactics of the expert fighter of the 
Rif became the standard practice of the man of state. 

That is where we are today. The Spanish political 
juncture in the summer of 1961 lends itself to tactical 
maneuverings which could well baffle ingenuous or 
superficial observers. 

Let us get to the point. The Caudillo and his de- 
votees have seemed disturbed for several months be- 
cause they believe, with or without reason, that cer- 
tain millieux of the West are “conspiring” against 
the regime in Spain. In this connection we could 
well paraphrase the words of Anatole France: when 
they do not oppress they consider themselves op- 
pressed, and when they can not count on every sort 
of inconditional support they believe that they are 
being conspired against. It appears that since last 
January there have been reasons to believe that the 
American administration is not inclined to assume 
that the Caudillo is infallible, immortal, etc., etc. No 
more than this, but no less. That there is an Ameri- 
can ambassador whose first words seemed less promis- 
ing than the usual ones uttered by the famous Mr. 
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Lodge, that it is known in Madrid that certain per- 
sonages of the Spanish opposition have been consulted 
by American officials. . . . All of this is much more 
than the Caudillo is accustomed to tolerate. Further- 
more another blow which he had anticipated has 
come true (one can not underrate the efficiency of 
his information services): United States “Aid for 
Defense” has been reduced to a minimum amount of 
$5 millions. 

All of this comes just at the moment when the 
plans have been announced of the conservative op- 
position, whose members are determined to bring 
about a “transmission of powers” to Don Juan de 
Bourbon so as to avoid a revolutionary outbreak 
should the present Chief of State die without having 
left any solution other than that which could be pro- 
vided by his Regency Council. 

As though by chance, the Caudillo visited the 
Andalusian provinces, and tales “from very sound 
sources” began to circulate about how shocked he 
had been to find such poverty. According to one ver- 
sion, prior to his inauguration of the new housing 
development in Seville someone in his entourage ar- 
ranged for the group to suddenly appear in the midst 
of a shanty-town, full of filth and ragged children. 
The Caudillo is reported to have reacted with pious 
indignation: “But how is this! Why was I not told?” 
(As though so basic and endemic a problem could 
have escaped his attention during the entire twenty- 
two years of his reign! ) 

The crowds acclaiming him in Seville and Cordoba 
were less numerous and enthusiastic than they had 
been on previous occasions, in spite of the fact that 
the Falangist services had taken good care to recruit 
persons, paying them for the day and transporting 
them in buses. Then in Cordoba a poster appeared 
which read, “WE ARE HUNGRY”; the Caudillo 
pretended not to see it, turning his eyes in another 
direction, but it has already cost its perpetrators many 
prison sentences, and trials are still going on in which 
lengthy sentences are being asked. 

Franco’s talk with Gir6n (former Minister of La- 
bor) occurred before, not after, the Andalusian out- 
ing. In other words, the “social concern” of the Cau- 
dillo had been prefabricated, and was not a matter 
of the crisis of conscience invented by shameless 
propagandists. Furthermore, one could hardly be- 
lieve that within two weeks of “social concern” plans 
for agrarian reform, a new syndical law, etc., could 
have been drawn up. This new “social concern” has 
various reasons and all are a part of a skillfully pre- 
pared maneuver; these reasons include the following: 
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a) The conservative opposition is backed up by quite 
a few members of the aristocracy, and some finan- 
ciers; b) The impending cabinet shake-up is not pos- 
sible without greater importance being given to the 
Neo-Falangist group; c) The operation “agrarian re- 
form and social spirit” could distract the attention of 
the working class population; otherwise, were the 
three oppositions, the conservatives, intellectuals and 
labor, to get together, then the days of the regime 
would be numbered. 


SIGNS OF THE MANEUVER 

Thus, in all probability, we are confronted by one 
of those broad scale maneuvers of one who has been 
past master of the war of maneuvers for over forty 
years. What are the first signs? The campaign for 
agrarian reform and the new syndical law being con- 
ducted by syndical leaders and Falangists, but with 
the cooperation of other sectors which have already 
received their orders on the subject. Then, in the 
second place, the promulgation of a law of informa- 
tion and press which, under the pretext of putting 
an end to censorship, will in reality be of the purest 
totalitarian style, starting with the fascist argument 
that, as freedom of the press is a lie at the service of 
plutocrats, it is preferable that it be the state which, 
in the name of the common welfare, controls and 
orients information, “which is a public service.” 

In other respects the tendency in vogue at the mo- 
ment reveals itself in the anti-American diatribes, 
above all those appearing in Arriba and SP, in the 
coarse attacks on The New York Times and in the 
renewed glorification of Falangist “deeds”. We have 
a good example of the latter in the impending assem- 
bly of 8,000 volunteers of the Blue Division which is 
to be held in Saragossa in October. The members of 
the Division, who, as the reader will recall, were 
recruited during World War II to fight for Hitler 
on the Eastern front, will contribute a cape of gold to 
the Virgin of Pilar, with a shield bearing four laurelled 
crosses and four Hitlerian iron crosses, “representing 
the 4,000 awarded to members of the Division.” 

We do not know if some members of the Blue 
Division of Valladolid who on seeing some films of 
the Nazi atrocities a while ago became convinced 
that they had fought in good faith at the service of 
assassins, will care to cooperate in this ceremony. On 
the other hand persons like Sr. Suevos, our new Direc- 
tor of Motion Pictures and Theater, who defend 
Eichmann, and persons like the journalist Rodrigo 
Royo, who go so far as to deny the existence of gas 
chambers, will approve of it. 
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THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF SOCIAL REFORMS 
There are many reasons, including those of a socio- 
logical nature, why the regime can not, at this point, 
undertake any profound social reform. In the first 
place it is not possible for it to change its social bases 
—even in the unlikely case that it really wanted to— 
because those deep-rooted popular ones which the 
Falange could have offered were completely elim- 
inated. A few days ago an article by Sr. Javier Martin 
Artajo about “What agrarian reform should not be” 
appeared in the newspaper Ya. The opening lines are 
worthy of reproduction: “Once again agrarian re- 
form is in the forefront. Fortunately there is no press- 
ing reason calling for a solution of so complex a prob- 
lem at any cost and under revolutionary pressure. 
There is peace and prosperity in the Spanish country- 
side, permitting the social problem of the land to be 
posed with serenity, so that solutions made be found 
which are in accordance with justice and which do 
not contradict the inexorable laws of agrarian econ- 
omy.” Sr. Martin Artajo added that “agrarian re- 
form should not be carried out against anyone,” and, 
above all, that “one can not put an end to the estates 
of the gentry, as the agrarian reform of the Republic 
tried to do, thereby unleashing the excited rancor of 
the masses.” Who says this? Who is Javier Martin 
Artajo? A nobody? Not at all; he is the top-ranking 
lay member of Catholic Action, and a man who is a 
director of innumerable companies, including many 
subsidiaries of the National Institute of Industry, 
named by governmental appointment: His brother, 
aside from doing some diplomatic work on behalf of 
the regime, is a member of many Boards of Directors, 
and has just been appointed Vice-Chairman of a 
Committee of the Cortes formed to study the Funda- 
mental Laws and the Presidency of Government. The 
chairman of the aforesaid committee is none other 
than the Count de Vallellano, representative of all 
that is most conservative and landowning in Spain. 
With such men in the offices of state and in pressure 
groups, how could there be an agrarian reform? Once 
made Minister of Agriculture, Sr. Girdén will rant 
away against the big landowners, travelling through 
the Andalusian and western provinces, holding dema- 
gogic meetings of dubious taste; with this members 
of the regime will believe that they have contained 
the growth of the extreme left which has been ob- 
served in the Andalusian rural areas. At best how- 
ever they will succeed in placating some ingenuous 
spirits and the problem will recede only to break out 
again with greater gravity two years hence. 

As an advance token of the tremendous agrarian 
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revolution supposedly in view there already is talk 
of “transforming the Jatifundios [big, uncultivated 
landed estates] into rental property and partnerships.” 
What a fine solution! That way there will be unen- 
cumbered incomes for the landowners who will be 
under no obligation to concern themselves with the 
tiresome work of management or to make the invest- 
ments so badly needed for cultivating their land. 

No. There will not be any “agrarian revolution,” 
and the much vaunted “social” turn that the regime 
is supposed to be taking is only going to take in a few 
simpletons. Even from the point of view of the in- 
stitutional structure which the Caudillo now wishes 
to defend: how is it possible that a legislation and 
cabinet are being prepared which would clash with 
the conservative majority in the Cortes? It will be 
said that the Caudillo can change decisively the com- 
position of the Cortes, which is quite true. But, 
imagine what a coincidence: the new Procuradores 
in the Cortes have just been appointed, including 
those appointed directly by the Chief of State, yet 
the appointments show no sign of this new “social” 
turn which even some of the foreign press agencies, 
who seem anxious to please the Caudillo by seconding 
his maneuvers, are speaking of. 


THE IMPENDING WHEAT SHORTAGE 

The truth of the matter is that the government is 
going to be faced by a catastrophic agrarian situa- 
tion. It is estimated that the wheat harvest this year 
will not come to 30 million quintals. If this estimate 
is confirmed, then there will be a deficit of at least 
12 millions of quintals, and the catastrophe will be as 
bad as that of the “black” years of 1940, 1941 and 
that of the drought in 1945. Never in this entire cen- 
tury, under Monarchy or Republic, have the figures 
for wheat production dropped so low. Apparently a 
similar shortage in barley and oats is anticipated; 
should this happen then it will be necessary to slaugh- 
tex livestock because of the shortage of fodder. As 
Sr. Martin Artajo would say, all is “peace and pros- 
perity” on the land. There is no use invoking the 
usual excuse, the shortage of rain. The real cause lies 
in the fact that no one fertilizes or selects seeds: nei- 
ther in the regions of the minifundio [land made up 
of small, uneconomically-sized farms] because the 
peasants can not afford it, nor on the latifundia, be- 
cause the landowners do not care to be bothered. 

It is known already that the Commission of the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment will emphasize three essential points in its forth- 
coming report on Spain. First of all, the inferior 
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structure of transportation, especially the railway 
roadbeds, 50% of which need to be renovated, and 
the rolling stock, which needs the same amount of 
renovation. The cost would come to a mere $700 mil- 
lions! The second point is the question of agricultural 
irrigation, not in driblets, as is done now, affording 
an excuse to the Caudillo or some minister to make 
an occasional speech, but on a sufficiently large scale 
to effect a change in agrarian production within a 
few years. This would cost about $400 or $500 mil- 
lions. Finally, it is believed that the Commission will 
propose a change in the management of the tourist 
industry. The International Bank can not finance 
more than a minimal part of these projects. The 
Treasury does have some $600 millions in reserve, 
and Sr. Girén will surely propose that this be spent, 
but the technical experts in the government would 
never agree to such a proposal. 

Why are the views of Sr. Girdén, today but a Pro- 
curador in the Cortes and a director of the “Gas Bu- 
tano” company, given such importance? Because all 
of Madrid is talking of the impending cabinet shake- 
up, in which Sr. Girdn, it is said, is to be named Min- 
ister of Agriculture. 


RUMORS OF A NEW CABINET 

On July 17 the Caudillo will commemorate the twen- 
ty-fifth anniversary of the commencement of his 
military rebellion in Morocco. If one is to believe the 
“usually well-informed persons” in the lobbies, edi- 
torial offices, café gatherings—even in the ministries 
themselves—then the make-up of the new cabinet 
will be announced on that occasion. Who will be out 
and who will be in? In a regime such as ours no one 
can safely predict anything, and the list of probable 
ministers can change from top to bottom at the last 
moment. However, if the reader will bear this in mind 
and the fact that I am only repeating what I have 
heard in circles close to the regime, I will venture to 
mention some names: outgoing ministers will be Gen- 
eral Alonso Vega (Government, or, roughly, Interior), 
Sr. Rubio (Education), Sanz Orrio (Labor), Na- 
varro (Treasury). Sr. Girdn is to be Minister of 
Agriculture, General Martin Alonso, Minister of Gov- 
ernment, Blas Pérez, who has recovered from the dis- 
favor which he fell into as a result of the “unpleasant- 
nesses” of 1956 (it is true that he kept with him cer- 
tain files of the Ministry of Government) is said to be 
slated for an important office. The “social” team will 
be made up basically of Srs. Girdn (Agriculture), 
Solis (Labor) and an old Falangist as Minister-Sec- 
retary General of the Falange. Sr. Ullastres is to re- 
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main in office and the return of Ruiz Giménez (for- 
mer Minister of Education), is possible, though not 
probable. 

Should all this be confirmed, then we will but have 
witnessed one of the usual maneuvers of the regime: 
The Falangist team would come back to its impor- 
tance of the period 1951-6, but no more than this; 
“Opus” would retain its representatives in the gov- 
ernment, the military their power and. . 
thing would remain the same. 

Of course the Monarchists would complain that 
they had been deceived, and Don Juan would issue 
another of those sybilline statements in which he has 
become so specialized. 


. every- 


INTERNATIONAL AND 

DOMESTIC STRATEGY 

Such a government would change nothing on the 
international level. But, could anyone in their right 
mind think that the Caudillo’s international policies 
change? His policy is, quite simply, to bet on inter- 
national hecatomb, to hope for “limited warfare,” 
to back up Portuguese colonialism and anyone who 
lends him a hand; also, there is a growing desire for 
an understanding with Germany. All of this beneath 
the sponsorship of the integrista (absolutist) sector of 
the Vatican, personified, for the moment, in Cardinal 
Ottaviani. With such a government the Caudillo 
would leave a loose rein on the Falangists so that they 
could attack the United States, while at the same 
time he and his diplomats would assure the Ameri- 
can government that they are the sole bastion against 
communism (which is one of the greatest myths of 
the regime). 

Here it is simply a matter of keep going, and for 
such an end all stratagems are good ones. The regime 
shows its true face when it is a matter of repressing 
the opposition. Only a few days ago an incredible 
trial was opened: that of the young people who five 
years ago committed the terrible crime of assembling 
a Congress of Young University Writers, under the 
sponsorship of the Rector of the University. The 
work was carried on in the full light of day and in 
an office in the University City. The defendants in- 
clude Srs. Julian Marcos, Sanchez Drago, Lépez 
Campillo (living in exile in France) and the well- 
known poet and novelist Jesis Lépez Pacheco. The 
trial was suspended on the first day because of the 
illness of Julian Marcos; now it has been reopened 
and the prosecutor is demanding a sentence of thirteen 
years imprisonment for this university student, and 
three years for the others. It is hard to believe that 
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the court could agree to such demands. 

Furthermore, as we have pointed out before, mili- 
tary tribunals are in the process of trying many peas- 
ants in the provinces of Malaga, Cordoba and Jaen, 
charged with “communist subversion.” 

As to the official “magnanimity” towards Sr. Amat, 
it is the following: No one has dared bring this man, 
who has been imprisoned for almost three years, to 
trial. He is now released on “attenuated imprison- 
ment,” which means that he can not leave his home. 
The same is true of Dr. Santos of San Sebastian, al- 
though he is permitted to practice his profession. 
These men are the victims of the most absurd arbi- 
trariness, as no one even knows what the charges 
against them are. 


THE “UNION OF DEMOCRATIC FORCES” 
There is talk in opposition circles of a “Union of 
Democratic Forces” to play a role against that of 
the monarchist “Unién Espafiola”. The “Union of 
Democratic Forces” would refuse to accept the Mon- 
archy if it is restored either de facto or on a basis of 
the political institutions of the present regime. It 
would, however, accept the Monarchy were it to 
contain an authentically democratic character. To 
date the Union is made up of the Socialist Party, the 
Left-Wing Christian Democrats, Spanish Republican 
Democratic Action and nuclei of Esquerra Catalana. 
In reality only the first two groups have organized 
strength in the interior of the country, It is still very 
soon to venture an opinion as to the possibilities and 
effectiveness of this “Democratic Union”; pacts are 
a necessity, but their main objective is to coordinate 
action; that is why one must reserve judgement until 
one knows if the latter will occur. 

Rumors are increasing, people are critical (an ar- 
ticle in ABC last week spoke of criticism as “one of 
the principle characteristics of the times in which we 
are living”), but the expert maneuverer is close to 
carrying off one of those maneuvers in which he is 
past master .The only unknown factor is what will 
happen within a few months when the economic situa- 
tion has deteriorated. Can Srs. Girén, Solis, Blas 
Pérez, Ullastres, Artajo and a few generals solve the 
problem of Spain’s future? Without entering into their 
intentions at this time, we can say that they have 
been giving proof of their incapacity to solve this 
problem for twenty-five years. The time has come for 
them to be marked zero by the only qualified ex- 
aminer: the Spanish people. 

TELMO LORENZO 
Madrid, June 28, 1961 
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